Murrayfield Ice Skating Club 1957 – 2007

In 2007 Murrayfield Ice Skating Club, Edinburgh, Scotland, reached an historic milestone when they celebrated their Golden Jubilee, an event recognised by the City of Edinburgh Council with a Civic Reception on Wednesday 12th  September.  
Incidentally, ice skating and Scotland’s capital city have a long tradition. The first recorded skating club was the Edinburgh Skating Club, thought to have been formed sometime before 1784. Apparently their first tests were for ‘ gentlemen of the aristocracy and eminent families’.  
In 1957 a number of local ice skating enthusiasts in Edinburgh including Donald and Sheena MacKenzie, Fred and Stevie Webb, Pat Douglas and the longest serving active member Alan McIver, got together to form an ice skating club based at the Murrayfield Ice Rink a facility built in 1939.

By the early 60’s the Club had progressed to running a Sunday afternoon session plus a Saturday evening dance patch and a thriving Wednesday session which regularly attracted  300 to 400 children. Club members assisted the resident coaches guide the skaters through their skating skills and later introduced them to the NISA Grade Badge tests and local competitions.

Early in the clubs history Club members participated in an annual show produced by coach Tony Scott who later became the Blackpool manager. This tradition continues with the Exhibition Show, which gives all members a chance to showcase their competition or fun routines before a large audience.

Ruby Walker, Mildred Atherley and Heather Moir were also part of the coaching staff in the early days while Bobby van Zeebroeck was an eminent figure coach who had a long tenure at Murrayfield arriving from Belgium in the late 50’s. Noel and Niki Grimshaw joined the staff in 1963 to coach dance and in the mid 70’s Walter Stewart arrived. Several local skaters made their coaching debut at the rink including current Head Coach Alice Fell (an ISU Technical Specialist) and Lorna Paterson who are still resident along with Lorraine Smith and Fiona Forbes. Liz Archibald, David Sharp and Gordon Andison also coached for a spell at Murrayfield.

In the past the club were active in the popular Skate Electric competitions and the Northern Ice Dance League and in the early 60’s the Dance Formation Team competed in events in Manchester and the Midlands.
The most significant competition held at the rink was the Edinburgh International Cup for Ladies introduced in the 70’s, sponsored by the Richards family. For a few years this was the premier skating event in Scotland, providing a shop window for some of the best young talent in the world. Skating on home ice Maria McLean scooped a silver in this event.  Exhibitions were also featured at the International with the likes of Ford and Towler  amongst British world-class skaters on view.

Murrayfield skaters have an honourable pedigree in skating circles. Maria McLean was British Senior Ladies Champion and won Bronze at European’s beside placing 6th at World’s before coaching at  Murrayfield for 11yrs. Stephanie Main was British Senior and Junior Champion, with Kathlyn Sharp and Lorna Brown making the podium. Lorna was also British Junior Champion. Gordon Andison medalled in  Senior Men’s as did Ann and Hamish Angus in Senior Pairs. Liz Archibald and David Blyth took bronze in the 1971 British Junior Dance Championships. Hamish Angus won British Junior Pairs with Margaret Muir and British Primary Pairs went to Murrayfield couples, Malcolm Nicholson and Wendy Walker and John Kerr with Donna McAuslin.

The most distinguished Members to make an impact on the World Ice Dance stage are Sinead and John Kerr, five times British Senior Ice Dance Champions, 10th in the 2006 Olympics, 5th in Europe in 2007 and placed 8th in the 2008 World Championships.
The British Adult Championships is a happy hunting ground for the clubs adult skaters as are the various Opens throughout the UK where adults and juniors regularly gain medals. 
At one time or another  the club can claim a member as a  Scottish title holder –  Alice Fell (Junior and Senior Ladies), Gordon Andison and Danny Anderson (Senior Men), Ann and Hamish Angus (Senior Pairs), William Findlay (Junior Men) and Liz Archibald /David Blyth (Senior Dance).

Not only have club skaters made an impact on UK skating but some members have made their mark in UK administrative circles and International judging and technical ranks. Two members are ISU Championship judges and currently Chair the NISA Figure and Synchro Technical Committees. The Head Coach is an ISU Technical Specialist and a Director of Sk8scotland Ltd  as is the Club Chairman, while a former member is the NISA Technical Director and an ISU Technical Controller.
While membership has fluctuated skaters are still attracted from many parts of Scotland with approx 150 now affiliated for the one session the club operates on Sunday morning.

Being in a holiday city, Murrayfield often welcomes skaters from all over the World who visit as students or tourists, particularly during the Edinburgh Festival and pop in to sample some Scottish skating. 

Like many rinks in the UK, the Dancing on Ice TV programme has boosted membership levels, the secret now, not only for clubs but the Association, is how to maintain their interest for another 50 years.

